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The change which passed over the doctrine of the
Trinity is another indication in the same direction.
In earlier writers and in St. Athanasius it is im-
mediately connected with the doctrine of the
Incarnation; it is essentially an attempt to deal with
the great question of the unity of God and man.
But with St. Augustine, who was deeply under the
influence* of the Neo-Platonists, and from whom the
Athanasian creed with its mysterious antithetic
utterances is derived, it becomes an almost nruutel-
ligible account of the inner nature of the Deity.1 It
might fairly he said that a change passed over the
idea of the God-man very like that which passed
over the idea of the world-soul between Plato and
Plotdnus, by which the very link between the
intelligence and the matter was itself taken up
into the intelligible world. And the mediation
of the Yirgin and the saints had to be brought
in to fill up the breach thus made in the unity
of the human and the divine. At the same time,
the Christian view of life had to be modified in
confornrity with the new conception of the relation
of man to God. The possibility of the realisation

1St. Augustine, indeed, stiU tries to illustrate the idea of the
Trinity by several analogies, e.gt the unity of memories, intelligentia,
and vohuntas in one consciousness; but otherwise he seems to lose
the meaning of the distinction of Persons in the inseparabtiis operatic.
The Divinity, in fact, becomes with him a mystery, rather than
what the doctrine first sought to be, an explanation. And this
change is manifestly due to Neo-Platonic influences.